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Judiciary: Internal housecleaning? 
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Mississippi's ongoing judicial bribery scandal is bringing national attention to the state's judicial system and 
fostering a false image of this state operating like a bad Dukes of Hazzard episode. 

FBI wiretaps in which highly regarded attorneys speak in code 
regarding admitted bribery attempts in terms of delivering another 
bushel of "sweet potatoes" to a Mississippi judge has a way of 
playing to every negative stereotype about our state. 

Oxford attorney Richard "Dickie" Scruggs, his son Zach Scruggs and 
Sidney Backstrom face federal conspiracy charges in connection with the 
alleged bribery scheme. 

Scruggs and Backstrom have denied any wrongdoing. 

Attorneys Tim Balducci and former state auditor Steve Patterson have 
already pleaded guilty in the case and are cooperating with federal 
prosecutors. 

Booneville attorney Joey Langston has pleaded guilty in a separate case 
and is also cooperating in a case involving an alleged conspiracy between 
him and Scruggs to win a favorable ruling from Hinds County Circuit Judge 
Bobby DeLaughter. 

DeLaughter has denied any wrongdoing. 

Last week, FBI documents surfaced in which Balducci told the feds that he 
and Patterson were paid $500,000 by Scruggs to try to influence Attorney 

General Jim Hood against indicting State Farm Insurance company. 

Hood met with the pair, but has denied any wrongdoing. 
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The Mississippi Bar has already asked the state Supreme Court to terminate the law licenses of Balducci 
and Langston. That's appropriate, but both the Bar and the Supreme Court have more work to do. 

Judicial elections in Mississippi have turned into a virtual bidding war between business and medical 
interests and the state's trial bar. 

The outside counsel contract relationship between the attorney general's office and campaign contributors is 
also problematic with no outside oversight. 

There is much political hay to be made over these issues by Republicans and Democrats alike and the 
interests those parties represent. 

But this is not at heart a political problem. 

The Supreme Court and the Mississippi Bar need to be proactive in crafting solutions that protect access to 
the courts, the ethical considerations of the bar and the setting of appropriate boundaries between lawyers 
and judges in the political arena. 
 
The time is now. Mississippians don't trust the 
current process and are skeptical of the 
campaign finance competition between both 
business interests and the trial bar. 

Does the federal government have to come in and clean up the courthouses of Mississippi like it cleaned up 
the road barns of county supervisors in this state in the 1980s? 

No, it's time for some internal housecleaning - and the Supreme Court and the Mississippi Bar should be 
wielding the broom. They can start with revisiting how judges are selected. 

Does the Mississippi judicial system 
need reform?
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becca45 wrote:

Hold Up. 1. Scruggs gives documents to Jimmy the Hood. 2. 5 million to influence 
Hood. 3. Money to be used to influence Jim Hood. 4. Recent leak of an agreement 
by Hood with state farm for 5 million stops charges against state farm. 5. Article 
states that effected vitcims may receive compensation. Me thinks it's the same 
deal, does Scruggs still get a cut ? Laxatives wouldn't move this state in the right 
direction hence the enema. 
3/2/2008 8:08:26 AM
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Texamigo wrote:

A "false image of this state operating like a bad Dukes of Hazard episode"? I 
believe you just identified part of the problem. I believe we can safely say we are in 
fact operating like a bad Dukes of Hazard episode. No need to pretend it is some 
sort of delusion of "false image". Whether or not convictions are gotten in all this, 
we know enough now to understand that there is more than an image problem in 
Mississippi. 
3/2/2008 7:51:50 AM

Recommend (2) Report Abuse 

falcon47 wrote:

Thank God. Let's see National attention might aid in the Greatest injusice know. 
No not Dukes of Hazzard. To many have been harmed and worse at the criminal 
acts of those who have denied common rights. As such the 84 million intial 
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settelment as well accompanying 2 billion known to be transacted under my 
family's claims to which that Judge has asended to the supreme court and 
settlement was held by another Judge who denied relief and transfered the cause 
before DeLaughter who again denied relief and dismissed our claims and kept 
awards. The District Court is acting very reluctant to hear this matter and countless 
criminal allegations and judge recusals are present. again OH THANK YOU, LORD
and please forgive the court of their bias injustice regarding pro se' litigation. 
3/2/2008 7:47:05 AM
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peanutgallery wrote:

"But this is not at heart a political problem" So massive VPAC contrbutions by 
Scruggs et al should just be ignored. Your own newspaper connected the dots and 
now you want disconnect them ? A judiciary as corrupt as ours has become cannot 
survive without a tort friendly legislature. 
3/2/2008 7:46:26 AM
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maeleoin2002@yahoo.com wrote:

Remember that it was a judge, a "country judge" by his own account, who blew the 
whistle in the scandal at hand. Also recall that campaign funding is not an issue in 
the Scruggs investigations. In fact, a judicial appointment is at issue in the inquiry 
into potential influence on Judge Delaughter. It is important to remember that our 
justice system is working. It is bringing to the light of day allegations of wrongdoing; 
and, it is giving the people and the accused their day in court. An Operation Gray 
Beard may be required, but that is for the executive not the judiciary to initiate. 
What the judiciary can do is what each judge or justice can do personally; that is, 
avoid even the appearance of impropriety. 
3/2/2008 6:48:38 AM
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